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Homophobia...Fear of the
Unknown
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In heart of the Quarter. Minutes from
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Send for Brochure
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In essence, he threatened the
Clinton Admumustration he would
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Christopher Stroet
SOUTH, Inc.

Andy Anderson, President

Dear Community,

We hope you enjoy this issue. Hopefully it will answer a lot of questions for people
about different lifestyles, even among our own community.

As you read this issue, if there are comments or articles that you would like to know
more on, please feel free to write to the address on page 3.

We feel that by bringing subjects to both the gay and non-gay communities that are not
viewed in other media in this area, it will broaden the view of our gay community and who we are
as people. "Everyone" knows that if you don't understand something...it must be queer. So, if we
educate and inform the public, then we're no longer queer, are we? Gay men & lesbians simply
want to be known just like everyone else..."Hi, my name is Andy". Tdon't ever recall meeting
someone and having them say, "Hello, my name is Charlyne and I'm a heterosexual”. Think about
..
Our Pride events for the upcoming year will commence May 28 and extend through July
5th. All of our advertisers are encouraged to participate this year. This time frame encompasses

three large holidays for the gay community, starting with Memorial Day weekend, then on June 27,
A representative from CSS will be in

National Pride Day, an out not least...the 4th of
contact with you in thy ils of participation in this fantastic time
of the year... Appro» in this area for each holiday. Don't
miss it; think nsor, or the specials that you decide
on will bens RIDE card that will be laminated
and numbere d in bars in the community. A
visitor may pt  buyer of the card will be given a
information sl including a map & items that are
offered on the A
87 T Ve the bxggest Beach Party, and
those cards will al. Y including the Annual Beer Splash.
We are in the process of | and West Coasts to entertain the
“troops” and £
If you are interested in being a
take the time to call and talk to

s PRIDE YEAR for the Gulf
1s are tax-deductible. Thanks



March 4-7,1993 - Tuscaloosa, AL.

The Southeastern Conference for Lesbians and Gay Men, Inc, (SECSGM) ‘ff
announces the scventeeth annual conference to be held over the weekend of

‘ﬁr March 4-7, 1993 in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. The theme of this conference is o

o, "March Forth". According to co-moderator of the Board, Cindy Vordenbaup, Tf
"this theme was chosen to coincide with the March on Washington, D.C. on Aprﬁ ibf
‘ff 25, the following month". Ms. Vordenbaum claims that "we need to create an ,fr
o5 enviroment that will stimulate and inspire lesbians and gay men to support and
o, participate in what will probably be the largest march in history on the nation's
‘W capitol." She adds that "the Southeastern Conference is a great way to capture
.ﬁf’ that spirit and move on to the big event."

o The conference disseminates critical information on politics, health, legal, and
ﬁ? gay issues. We offer speakers on current issues and workshops by people who
confront problems on a daily basis. For your leisure time we invite a broad
’ﬁ( spectrum of vendors (books, t-shirts, jewelry, etc.) and exhibitors who seek to
o. enlighten and inform our conferees.

‘\:J’ For more information on Conference Registration, group rates, and lodging
‘I? accomodations, call (904) 433-0353.
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*FRAME ALIGNMENT
*FIBERGLASS+AUTO GLASS
*WELDING*FLEETWORK
*HEADLINERS
+COLOR MATCH
+*INSURANCE CLAIMS

OPENING END OF JANUARY
Complete Tune-Ups, Brakes,

Gloria Brown & Jackie Robertson, Owners

WE CAN DO IT.. Alignments,
Diesel Engine Repair
Rebullt Engines Guaranteed
944-7943 12,000 my/12 months
6 2640 W. Michigan Ave. WE p ‘
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FREEDOM RIDE

THE 1993 MARCH ON WASHINGTON

March On Washington D.C.
April 25, 1993
Double Quad
$249each $229each

Prices Include:
Round-Trip to D.C., 2 Nights Accommodations, Safe
Transportation to/from the Event...

Limited Seating...Don't Wait!
Boarding from Mobile, New Orleans & Pensacola
$50 Down (due by Feb. 8Non-Refundable)
2nd payment due Feb.28, last payment due March 15th
See Mike Varvel at Numbers Pub

Please Call TODAY For Reservations
presented by
Christopher Street South, Inc.
Alternative Travel Division

P.O. Box 2752
Pensacola, Florida 32513-2752

(904) 433-0353




HOMOPHOBIA - Fear of the Unknown,,

i by Andy ap
So many of our gay and lesbian community have things to share with the publi:e"o"

"others" in Pensacola arc to ever really know us,
analyticall})l' ad‘mom?;:hlfn‘:: o?r""oo“‘i“g out" of that closet. Nothing worthw]ﬁ{ini:sc:;u wel|
:unf :vvi]::y:u consider that you are no longer alone in the battle of freedom; from inside your hea;{
or out in the public, then the battle doesn' seem so frugal.

Some eighteen years ago, I came to Pensaool_a, still active mxhgm'y and very afraid of being
discharged for being & homosexual, even after serving my country fiunng the Vietnam War, .
very short time in this city, I felt like T was finally home, apec:ally after my medical rey;
from the Navy. Things go a lot slower in the South, because sometimes we choose 10t 1o cregye
waves; just go with the flow - stay in our place. )

One day in my new civilian job, some one in my work space found out that [ was 83y When
the boss told me they were laying people off and T knew my work was good, it made me wonder if 5
was my choice of sexual orientation. Being so affaid of asking for the truth, sometimes we settle for
no(hmé instead. I had been out with some friends the night before and came in late to work for the
first time.  They called me into the office and told me I had to go. The boss told me they were
cutting back. and I asked why? This prominent shriner told me they didn't need my "kind " in their
shop. I should have walked away quietly, but I've always had difficulty with that. Instead we
appeared in front of a hearing officer for the state wages division of Florida Employment...and 1
won. He had marked all my evaluations for state training as excellent so he could be reimbursed for
half my wages... The state does not condone such behavior from employers, even in Florida.

I suppose what I'm driving at, is if you want things to change, you must take part in the action.
1 am in my mid-40's now, and realize that I too, hid for so long because I was afraid of myself. 1had
been raised in the Midwest in a very small country town, with smaller ideas than Pensacola has,
With objection, I went to church every Sunday, and prayed to God that I could be normal so my
family would love me like they loved my step-brother and sister. My father was old Navy and said
“only two kinds of women go in the military - queers and whores". I lived with that sick statement
for many years and tried to be different. 1 was married almost 6 years to a man I would rather have
had as a brother. Sure, I wanted children but I didn't want to have a man in my life that I didn't feel
comfortable with, and I felt like I was not being fair to him. He wanted me to be something that
Just couldn't live with comfortably - a wife in the traditional sense...

After many years of desperately trying to please others with no regard for my own
mental health I decided to finally try to find out who 1 AM. 1 have a partner now that is very
understanding, and she's stood by me through it all. Isn' that what we all seek in a partner - gay of
straight? Don't we all wish for common ground and someone who understands us? .

If you want to change your life, you must first take the action. You must believe in
Yourself. before you can expect others to do so. Free yourself of the bondage of the past...stand up

for what we all endured for so many years and simply say "NO, I've had enough".

~A Lady'stinest compliment (s a t ormal escort
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”amnphabla
...fear of the unknown
by Babs Johnson

The dictionary describes homo-

hobia as "a fear of those ‘sexually at-
tracted to members of their own gen-
der." People who are homosexual real-
ize homophobia is just another name
for prejudice, anq blame heter?fexua]
society for using it to keep us "in our
place”. But there is something scarier
and more detrimental to our commu-
nity than heterosexual homqphobm -
the homophobia that exists in the gay
and lesbian community.

Most of us were raised to be homo-
phobic, as we were taught other 'prej-
udices within our own radial, social or
economic groups. Because of this,
confusion and a tendency to hide our
differences became almost second na-
ture.

Like many gay men in the 70's, I
married and had children because that
was the "acceptable” thing to do. Very
few people were openly gay, and those
who were were labled"freaks". I didn't
want to be a freak, so I became a gay
basher myself—at the same time calling
myself tolerant because I believed in
equal rights for women and minorities.

When I finally began to understand
and accept the fact I was homosexual,
a new form of homophobia — that
among homosexuals. You see, the
same week my divorce was final I be-
gan professionally as a female imper-
sonator - and found that, among some
memmbers of our community, I was still
a freak - not quite "normal® because I
chose this line of work.
bm{. :;so saw this attitude aimed at gay

» leathers-men, fat gays, nellic
82ys - anyone who didnt quite fit the
;nmy\:‘;;qm‘)ld (who wrote these rules,

). Then there was the gay
man vs lesbian issue - mere tolerance

if not downright Tejection seemed to be
the norm.

Of course, as [ made friends with al]
sorts of homosexual persons, some of
these barriers were knocked down - but
why did they have to be there in the first
place?

I married and had children
because it was the acceptable
thing to do

My point is, if we continue letting
these prejudices and misguided opinions
rule our lives, we're no better than the
most homophobic heterosexual. Work-
ing together - uniting and letting our dif-
ferences work for us instead against us
is the only way well every show the
world we think with our brains instead
of our genitals. We might even redis-
cover what true love and compassion is
all about and use that example to try and
convince homophobes to rethink their
position. What a concept

If You

Want Change..
Take

The Action
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JAPANESE RESTAURANT
SUSHI BAR & STEAK HOUSE
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Yornaip Also Serves Chinese and American
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BEYOND THE
BOUNDARIES...

"OUT AT UWF"

by Carl Cox

There is a new organization at
the University of West Florida
comprised by gays, lesbians and
bisexual students. Our name is
the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual
Awareness League (GLOBAL),
and we were formed for the pur-
pose of giving a voice to our ho-
mosexual and bisexual student
community -- a voice that has been
silent for too long.

U.W.F. was founded approxi-
mately 25 years ago, and over this
quarter of a century gay and les-
bian students have lived somewhat
dual lives, being "out" socially
while at gay establishments and
with close friends, but closeted
while on campus and with fellow
students. Over the years this si-
lence gradually stopped being an
act of protection and became an

acceptable, even given, standard of
behavior. Such behavior has proved
destructive at U.W.F., the results of
which we in GLOBAL are now re-
pairing.

GLOBAL is not principally a so-
cial group, though each month we
try to have a relaxed social event.
We are also not a counseling group
because homosexuality and bisexu-
ality are not neurotic conditions in
need of treatment, but authentic and
healthy orientations deserving of the
kind of awareness and respect that
we at GLOBAL have. Our member-
ship is diverse, consisting of gays,
lesbians, bisexuals, and heterosexu-
als; but our ideal is singular: to edu-
cate ourselves and others about vari-
ant sexual orientations. demytholi-
gize heterosexism, and to promote
the recognition and protection of
gays, lesbians, and bisexuals on the
campus of U.W.F.. We present the
rational and healthy over the irra-
tional and destructive.

Before the formation of GLOBAL
the attitude on campus and in our
classrooms was principally that,
since the voice of gays and lesbians
wasn't heard, gays and lesbians ap-
parently didn't attend UWF., at
least not in the numbers that one
might find at other "experimental"
campuses such as Berkley or
U.CLL.A.. They pretended that we
existed beyond the boundaries of
U.W.F., out "there", in other places.

All of the silence enabled U.W.F.
to fail gays and lesbians in the most
basic ways. For example, sexual ori-
entation is not afforded to staff or

Contimued on Page 12
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Continued from Page 11
faculty cither is not listed in the
university's anti-discrimination po-
licy. an oversight whose correction
is high on GLOBAL's agenda.
Academically there are omissions
also. No class specifically tcaches
the many heroic contributions
made by gays and lcsbians in the
ficlds of science, art, Ictters, poli-
tics. ctc.; nor do they usually ad-
dress variant sexuality in any other
tone than clinical. These and
other failures ignorc one funda-
mental truth: hom/bisexual-ity are
natural and eclemental, and the
countless numbers of us who gal-
lantly choose to be honest about
our sexual orientation in the face
of opposition should not only be
recognized, but honored.
GLOBAL is addressing these
failures and promoting honesty
and respect by a variety of means.
We provide educational pancls to
classes in which we speak candidly
about our lives and decisions. We

write letters to the university news- | o __
paper. We present relevant fiims, -

Jectures, and sponsor such events
as "Gay History Week". We me
with university officials for th
of redressing ur t

licy. We present the fact
sexual honesty is always more no
ble than sexual dishonesty, ant
(hat every professor or student whe
denies this nobility chooses tc
condemn the virtue of veracity and
pride, while glorifying deceit and
loatlung. :
The most important thing th
we of GLOBAL do is meet |

-

s
¢
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in an open forum for the purpose of
support and reciprocation.  All of
these meetings arc open to the pub-
lic, and all who share our principles
arc welcome. We observe confiden-
tiality and insist on the same. Our
meetings are held in secure location,
building 20 west near the UW.F.
campus police station, at 8:00 pm
every Thursday evening. ¢
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sun-Frl 1 PM-8 PM
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Bookstore
%‘ﬁv 10901 Lillian Highway
Pensacola, FL 32506
(904) 453-8652
Your Alternative
Q Bookstore w
\
( The New
Womyn's Social Organization
of the South
presents
A Women's Seminar




[ Never Dreamed I
would Wear Pumps

by Baby Bear

1974 marked a moment in Jimmy
prown's life that would change his fu-
ture forever. As this young man ven-
wred into the ever-popular Red Garter
for the first time; friends told him he
would love the floor show and that he
did. He commented that "the "women"
were beautiful!". With this, a friend re-
marked "Jimmy, those aren't women -
theyre female impersonators”. "My
god, those are really men?" Jimmy
asked. "Yes" replied his friend,"and
Tl bet youd look really great with
makeup too".

Upon arriving at his home later in

| enjoy what | do...
It's an art form.

o _‘;w
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him. They asked him to come back;
that was in 1974. Shortly after his
appearance, he entered the Miss Gay
Alabama Beauty Pageant. To his great
surprise, he won! Then in 1976, after
traveling in the south, appearing at
different night clubs and shows, he
returned to Pensacola for yet another
pageant. He won 2nd Runner Up and
it enabled him to be offered a job at the

"~ Red Garter. Jimmy (Misty Lamour)

- appeared nightly for 13 long years with
~ the Garter Review, and as he still

"] enjoyed what I did - it is an
m". Granted, he will be the first
it is hard work, but when you
all those people cheering, laughing
crying for you, it means so much.
r all, the idea behind an
tertainer's life, is to keep their
tive audience in a sense of fantasy 1f
only for a moment. For escape of
is what we all look for from
to time..Misty gave that to
la for over 17 years.

both the gay and non-gay
unities who can remember this

n an entertainer retires?"
13



GAY RIGHTS v
EQUAL RIGHTS

By R. Daryl Knight

The Gay and Lesbian com-
munities have made many inroads
into social acceptance since the
Stonewall Bar riots in New York
City in 1969.

The 1960's were a time for
many radical changes that involved
several minority based groups. We
had the Civil Rights for the Afro-
Americans, the long haired
"hippies" with daisies painted on
their vans, the cross sections of our
sexual society declaring a "free sex
and drug" revolution, and then
came US, to join with them. It
marked the beginning to an end of
hatred and discrimination not only
against us, but many times within
our own ranks.

Homosexuals now began to
evolve into separate but equally
important and driving forces. We
are now self-identified, and by the
mainstream press as gay men and
lesbians. It was at this beginning I
can ever remember the unity and
solidarity between gay men les-
bians. I grew up in an era when
the men had their bars and the
women had their own. More often
than not, men were not welcome in
the women's bars, and vice-versa.
As is normal, time changes many
things, some are just more adapt-
able to faster changes.

During the early and mid
1970's, the gay rights movement
gradually and quietly began to mo-

bilize forces nationwide to expedite
the changes without too much fan-
fare. There were committees to set
up, foundations to establish, and of
course we had to have our own task
forces. We may be a lot of things,
but no one can ever accuse the gay
and lesbian communities of being
disorganized.

It marked the end of the 1970's
and the beginning of the 1980's
when I first remember reading the
words "activists” and "radicals”.
This was when broadcast or print
media referred to unified maneuvers
to end all discrimination directed at

the gay and lesbian community. This
Continued on Page 17
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-Featuring-
Gourmet Soups, Health Salads,
Mile-High Sandwiches, Daily
Specials & Fresh Desserts.
Ice Cold Domestic & Imported Beer,
Wine, Champagne, and Mimosas.

Sunday’s Live Jazz

Now Orlaans SBrunch

FREE CHAMPAGNE
¥ Creole and Southern Entrees
: ) Courtyard Ambience

Open daily 11-3 ¢ Sunday-Friday
504 E. Wright St. + 469-0908
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