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KNOWING
YOUR
COMMUNITY

Spring has sprung and there will
be lots of alternative ways of
celebrating the festive joys of
resurrection, new life and new be-
ginnings along the Gulf Coast.
Holy Cross MCC will kick off the
Faster season with "A Resurrection
Experience', three days of Spirit-
uval Renewal on April 13-15 with® -
Gospel singer and Preacher: ““the
Rev. Delores Berry.

The Gulf and Lower Atlantic Dis-
trict will host its Spring Dis-
trict conference at the Days Inn
in Mobile, AL, on April 27-29.
Special speakers for the event .
will be Rev. Shelley Hamilton of
Vieux Carre MCC of New Orleans and
Rev. Elder Nancy Wilson of MCC Los
Angeles.

1HCC Panama City will welcome its
new worship leader, student clergy
Xirk Dudenhoffer, from Joy MCC,
Orlando, in a special Faster Ser-
vice at 7:00 p.m. at their new
location on Fourth Street. 3

The Rev. Thomas Bigelow; Distr
Coordinator of MCCs in Florida,
will present the Charter of
Cross MCC as members and fri
celebrate the reception of €
congregation into full membe
in the Universal Fellowship o1
Metropolitan Community Churches. =
on May 4,5 & 6. A "sit-down" ‘
banquet dinner is planned+‘and t

reception of Charter Members. -fw

Escambia AIDS Services & Educa-
tion will host two April*Fund-
raising benefits at "RED CARPE
on Friday, April 6, and at the
FANTASY, April 7 . % s

You can look forw@rd to n
business happenings durin
when Ray and Rick celebra
opening of their newest bus
venture at 937 - New Warrin
Road -- THE L-0-N=G -BRANC

‘Boom Chuka's will<open
City Beach and the T
welcome those among us
ready to kick bm:lé:‘f.’;n
rewvards of life,~

So ccme on, get
let new life beg
JOIN THE COMMU

The GULE COAST COMMUNITY iws {
a monthly publication and infg g
tion digest provided free to t;:ad
public through paid advertising .
and free--will contributions by i
the Metropolitan Communi i
in Northwest Florida. % Churcﬁag
The Universal Fellowship of Met:é., _
politan Community Churches welcomes
all people to worship the Living
Christ, regardless of age, gu';“’ -
race, ethnic, cultural or religisus
heritage, economic status or ses
emotional orientation. The opi
jons expressed in this publicati
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the publisher or ad-

3 o,
vertisers. ”‘.g
- g

The publication of any
person's name or advertisement is
not construed as any indication of
sexual orientdtion or preference
of the same. Written contributions
and advertising requests may be 7
submitted for publication-

S erarve



. C "Peace of Mind at an A ffordable Price"
THE RETIREMENT CENTER

OF PANAMA CITY

* Activities « Transportation « Laundry ANL%S&,!TR&/%MER
* Barber & Beauty Facilities

* Day Care Services Available

* Individual Climate Control

* Fenced-In Yard « 24-Hour Security
* Parties & Bands

* Supervised Medications -
* Home-Style Cooked Meals 3 2
« Close to Mall & Hospital W :

* Private Bathrooms « Chapel ; '
» Fire Sprinkler System

+ Private & Semi-Private Rooms

TVHS ofFiorida 1;{3;8;% ';jpééjw | :
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BUSINESS & SERVICE

PLACES ...
...To Parly

PENSACOLA

ntasies .
Fe 720 W. Government/"A" St.

Grocery Store _
312yE. Government/Alcanlz

Office )
406 E. Wright/Alcaniz

Red Carpet
204 01d Corry Road

Red Garter
1 West Main St/Palafox

Round-Up
706 E. Gregory

FT. WALTON BEACH

B.J.'s Bar & Grill

74 NW Beal Pky/Bel-Air Shopping Ctr.
Chris' Cabaret

209 Ferry Road, S.E.

PANAMA CITY

Beach Street Bar & Grill
' 1227 Beck Ave.
Fiesta Room
110 Harrison Ave.
Pugs @ The Grande Gulf
6014 Thomas Drive

La Royale
100 Harrison Ave.

«v.TO Dine
PENSACOLA
Bluefins Restaurant
13584 Perdido Key Drive
Dainty Del
286 N. Palafox

Wright Deli
E. Wright St.

FT. WALTON BEACH

B.J.'s Bar & Grill .
74 NW Beal Pky/Bel-Air Shopping Ctr..

PANAMA CITY
Jce's Downtown Cafe
120 Harrison Ave. 1:00AM - 2:00PM

Beach Street Bar & Grill
1227 Beck Ave.

PENSAQDIA

COUNSELING
HELPL}NE/ZA hr. Crisis Line
keview Center’
. 1221 w,. Lakeview Ave.
oly Cross M.C.C.
415 N, Alcaniz St.

AIDS and STIDs

E . .
sc??gla AIDS Services and Education
HIV+ O W. Leonard St.

/ARC/AIDS Clinic |
Okalge2mbia Co. Health Dept/N. Palafox St-
Bay cgscho, Health Dept/Ft. Walton Beach
Bay AIDs ;alth Dept/Panama City -

anama ngﬁrt and Information Coalitlo

433~9407
433-ggg
432-7969
453-9914
432-9138
433-8487

244-3005
244-9070

763-0885
763-9476
234-3951
763-9110

s

492-4272
438-1241
434-7814

244-3005

763-0885

438-1617
432-1222
433-8528

435-7841
435-650



DIRECTORY

... To Get Help

PENSACOLA ADDICTIONS
Gay A.A. -- Tbusqays at 8:00p.m.
415 N. Alcaniz Street/Pensacola
The Friary -- Recovery Retreat
4400 Hickory Shores Blvd, Gulf Breeze 932-9375

PLACES...
.+. To Pray
PENSAQOLA
Holy Cross Metropolitan Community Church
PANAMA CITY 415 N. Alcaniz St 433-8528

M.C.C. of Panama City (Call for Location) . 784-4851

-« To Stay
PANAMA CITY
Grande Gulf Motel 6014 Thomas Dr. 234-3951

... To See
PENSACOLA
Seville Square Historical District
Government/Alcaniz - -
U.S.S. Lexington
Bayfront Municipal Pier/Bottom of Palafox Street

The Zoo —- U.S. 98 East of Gulf Breeze
... To Enjoy Coming Events
S:I‘:CIAL EN?EI\I_[\S EVENTS, RELTINGS, §hhll:

A RESURRECTION EXPERIENCE
SPRING SPIRITUAL RENEWAL WITH THE REV. DELORES BERRY

A former Colored Methodist Episcopal minister, the Rev Berry
began her career with the UFMCC in 1976 as part of the URMNC
Evengelistic Tean. She has since served as Pastor of three
MCC congregations in Virginia and MCC/Portland, Oregon. She
hes, over the vears, served on the UMCC's Faith, Fellowship
aznd Order Comrission, the Inclusive Language Task Force and
the UFMCC Hymnody Cormittee. Presently she serves on the
Clergy Credentizls Committee, the Task Force on World Church
Extension, zs Chair of the Commission on Missiology (POC)
and is on the Executive Comittee of URMCC People of Color.
Rev. Berry will preach at Hely Cross MCC Pensacola on Fri. &
Sat. April 13 and 14 at 7:PM and 11:AM on Easter Sunday, the
15th of 4pril. An accomplished Gospel Singer with several
recordings, you won't want to miss this first concert of Joy-
ful praise and ministry in song and sermon-

GULF _COAST ;
Potany Hut Inc..(Florist)
3209 Barrancas Ave./Pensacola 455-4545
EDEN Landscaping & Lawn Maintenance
4134 W, Jackson St/Pensacola 433-2422
CLEAN CARE Pool Cleaning Service 763-3610
Panama City Beeper:  784-8441

The Gulf{ Coast Community News publishes this dinectory and
will paGUide a free LiAting Lo businesses and professdonal
people who welcome the patronage of oun unique communily.

1§ you have neal estale, goods on 4eavices Lo offer, just
drop ud a card in Lthe mail with all necessany dnformalion.

ALso chech oun special aeduced ad rates. We can help g
get the wond out Zo Zhe people you want Xo seave. Help bull
@ sLnonger communily whsne 4L courts mosi -- AT THE BANK! !
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Phone: 456-1154

/e umors

STYLING SALON

939 New Warrington Rd.
Pensacola, FL 32506

Metropolitan Life™
AND AFFILIATED COMPANIES

e find out which is belter

Mark J. Snyder

Account Representative

- B=clen
e
FO'\.E

1149 Creighton Road, Suite 3, Pensacola, FL 32504
Office: (904) 478-6390 Residence: (904) 434-0565

F
' Post Office Box 10565
Tallahassee, Florida 32302-0565
= (904) 877-9374
FTF Thanks its
Members

New members needed!

Panama‘C| FTF membership is crucial

‘ lhe maintenance and

hancement of gay and




A RESURRECTION EXPERIENCE
SPRING SPIRITUAL RENEWAL WITH THE REV. DELORES BERRY

A former Colored Methodist Episcopal minister, the Rev Berry
began her career with the UFMCC in 1976 as part of the UFMCC
Evangelistic Team. She has since served as Pastor of three
MCC congregations in Virginia and MCC/Portland, Oregon.. She
has, over the years, served on the UFMCC's Faith, Fellowship
and Order Commission, the Inclusive Language Task Force and
the UFMCC Hymnody Committee. Presently she serves on the
Clergy Credentials Committee, the Task Force on World Church
Extension, as Chair of the Commission on Missiology (POC)
and is on the Executive Committee of UFMCC People of Color.

Currently a member of New Life MCC Norfolk; VA., Rev. Berry
was a co-founder of the National Coalition of Black Lesbian
and Gays. She is responsible for assisting the organization
of the first historic 'MARCH ON WASHINGION FOR GAY & LESBIAN
RIGHTS" and helped organize the first WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE
for gay and lesbian People of Color.

Rev. Berry will preach at Holy Cross MCC Pensacola on Fri. &
Sat. April 13 and 14 at 7:PM and 11:AM on Easter Sunday, the
15th of April. An accomplished Gospel Singer with several

recordings, you won't want to miss this first concert of Joy-

ful praise and ministry in song and sermon-

« PASTIR




EOITORIAL

EDITORIAL

conducted by the Wash-
ington Blade found that of
the couples responding,
75% said they would an-
~ swer the question truthful-

by Ivy Young, director of
National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force's Lesbian &
Gay Families Project

The 1990 Census And Us .

working in the lesbian and | Community, the answer is

Washington, D.C,
January 30, 1990... As
you can see, 1990 ends in
a zero. That means it's
time for the decennial
count, by the Census
Bureau, of the entire U.S.
population.

Ordinarily, the Census
Bureau ritual would be of
little or no consequence to
the lesbian and gay com-
munity. But this year things
are slightly different. Unlike
past national counts, the
1920 census could have a
direct impact on some of
the issues affecting lesbi-
ans and gay men.

For the first time ever,
the Census Bureau has
added the category "un-
married partner” to the re-

ationship section of the
questionnaire. Expanding
the selection choice be-
yond “roommate/partner”
or “roomer/boarder,” the
new category is, according
to some sources, the Bu-
reau’s attempt to get an
accurate count of the num-
ber of heterosexual cou-
ples living together without
"benefit of marriage.”

By simple deduction,
hcwever, Census officials
will 2lso be able to deter-
mine the number of same-
sex couples living together
in committed relationships.
That same-sex couples in-
formation will be published
along with the statistics on
heterosexual unmarried
pariners. For those of us

gay families arena, that in-
formation could prove vital
to the success of our ef-
forts in the future.

The Census Bureau has
been roundly criticized for
its failure to alert affected
groups that the question
even exists, or, for that
matter, what "unmarried
partner” actually means.
There has been no out-
reach effort, no community
education, no discussion
with lesbian and gay acti-
vists in particular, about
how best to ensure that
the question is understood
and answered accurately.

The Census Bureau
does not perceive, or more
likely, does not care that
for lesbian and gay cou-
ples answering the survey
honestly involves more
than a simple check off.
The issue of government
intrusion and privacy is a
crucial one for many lesbi-
ans and gay men; yet,
census officials have
made no effort to counter
the fear and apprehension
that could lead to a serious
undercount of same-sex
couples.

Given the Census Bu-
reau's negligence, lack of
forethought, and apparent
disregard of the lesbian
and gay community, what
are our options regarding
the 1990 Census?

For some activists in o

ly. Granted, the Blade sur-
vey was conducted ina
major metropolitan area g
with a history of gay visibil-
ity. Similar results may not
emerge from some small
town or hamlet. Then
again, they might.

Yes, there will be an un-
dercount of gay and lesbi-
an couples, just as there is
with every other minority
constituency in the United
States. And, just as lead-
ers in those communities
have done following past
national counts, we too will
be able to offer cogent ar-
guments about why the
numbers are not accurate:
Census Bureau insensitivi-
ty, fears about confidential-
ity, the chilling effect of the
on-going climate of homo-
phobia in the U.S., etc.

Ou

a simple one: boycott the
1990 Census. Their ratio-
nale is basically the criti-
cisms outlined above; a
serious lack of outreach by
the Census Bureau, cou-
pled with a deep-seated
concern over confidentiali-
ty, will lead to a gross un-
dercount and a skewed
statistical profile.
Unfortunately, this issue
is more complex, and re-
quires more thar a simple
solution. Whether we
choose to answer or not,
the question is on the sur-
vey. Statistics will be gath-
ered, no matter what.
Whether we choose to an-
swer or not, we will be liv-
ing with the results of the
census for the next dec-
ade. Public and private in-
dustry programs are affect-
ed by census data; social
and economic policy is
guided by that same data;
legislative agendas are s
set, initiatives launched
and priorities determined
by the numbers gathered..
If we choose to deliberate-

this process, if we elect t
"disappear” what advan-
tage do we gain? 3

Some lesbian and
activists have p
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