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Jerry Kovach/News Journal
Lt. Bob Sumner, with the Pensacola Fire Department,

carries a ladder Friday as he investigates a4 a.m. fire
at the Fantasy Club, 720 W. Government St.

Fire destroys bar;
arson is suspected

Owner arrested in unrelated case
By Cindy West
News Journal

An early morning fire that destroyed a downtown
Pensacola nightclub Friday might have been deliber-
ately set, according to the state Fire Marshal’s Office.

The fire at the Fantasy Club, 720 W. Government
St., was suspicious and is under investigation, said
state Fire Investigator Dusty Rhodes. Damage was
estimated at $200,000.

The fire was reported to the Pensacola Fire Depart-
ment at 4:18 a.m. Friday. Police Sgt. Jerry Potts said
it is thought to have started on a bar next to a
storeroom. The club was closed and unoccupied.

Rhodes said there are no suspects in the case.

Samples of debris taken from inside the business
have been sent to a state lab for analysis and should
be available in about a month. Results might show
how the fire was started, Rhodes said.

Police Officer Dusty Cutler is investigating the fire.
He arrested a co-owner of the business — Thomas
Dwyer Gault, 43, of Pensacola — Friday morning on
other charges.

See ARSON SUSPECTED, 2B
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Arson is suspected in bar fire

FROM 1B

Gault is charged with dealing in
stolen property, solicitation for
immoral purpose, being a princi-
pal to burglary and grand theft,
according to the Pensacola Police
Department.

According to Cutler:

® On March 3, a pressure washer
for washing cars was taken during
a hurglary at Pensacola Car Care,
705 W. Government St. An infor-
mant told Cutler that Gault had
the item and had asked him
whether he wanted to buy it for
$100.

The informant went to the club
where Gault told him to let a club
employee — John David Greene,
38 — ride with him to Greene’s
house in the 1300 block of Lake-
wood Road where the washer was

kept in a shed.

With officers monitoring and
watching the men, the washer was
picked up. The men returned to
the club and Gault was paid.

Greene also was arrested Friday
and charged with dealing in stolen
property.

® On March 19, an informant
entered the Fantasy Club to buy
some allegedly stolen merchan-
dise from Gault. When the man
said he didn’t have enough money,
Gault allegedly suggested they en-
gage in a sexual act instead. The
informant refused.

Cutler said Gault admitted in a
recorded statement that he paid
an unidentified man $75 to com-
mit the burglary and theft at the
car wash.

Officials are asking anyone with
information to call 444-8500.
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